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Senate Bill 09-241:  The “DNA Crime Prevention and Exoneration of the Innocent Act” provided for some lively debate before the Senate Judiciary Committee.  Although introduced on February 24th, the bill has languished to right here at the end of the legislative session, no doubt due to unbridled “jockeying” behind the scenes.   


SB 241’s legislative declaration recognizes that collection and use of DNA is a valuable tool in preventing crime, that analysis of DNA has been used to exonerate innocent individuals charged with crimes or convicted of crimes, that implementation of the bill’s provision will result in prevention of a number of violent crimes and in solving a number of unsolved crimes in Colorado.  Under present law, a DNA sample cannot be taken until a suspect is convicted.  


Supporters of the bill offer statistics that by taking the DNA at the time of arrest would take criminals off the street and prevent further criminal acts by those individuals.


Under this bill, DNA collected at the time of arrest and booking will be submitted to the Colorado Bureau of Investigation (CBI) for testing.  The CBI is required to store and preserve all DNA submitted to it.  If exonerated, the individual may request their DNA be expunged, but opponents claim delays in doing so could result in privacy issues.  

SB 241 requires that the CBI furnish DNA collection kits to local law enforcement agencies.  The requirements of the bill means increased personnel costs to local government due to the added time in completing the booking process (estimated to take 5 minutes each), but those costs will be offset somewhat if the increased DNA collections result is faster solving of crimes and less resources used in the process.


Time is short if the reader wishes to offer input on SB 241 – the legislature adjourns on May 6th.  This will serve as a reminder to this writer to write on such important bills earlier in the legislative session next year.
Sponsors of Senate Bill 09-241:

Senator John Morse, D-El Paso, (303) 866-6364

Representative Steve King, R-Delta/Mesa, (303) 866-3068
Representative Scott R. Tipton, R-Delta/Dolores/Montezuma/



Montrose/Ouray/San Miguel, (303) 866-2955

Senate Bill 09-021:  This bill’s sponsor, Senator Mike Kopp, R-Jefferson, is a former “hot shot” forest firefighter, and the son of a firefighter.  Kopp is an outspoken supporter and “champion” of Colorado’s volunteer firefighters, and stated, “Volunteer firefighters form the backbone of the state’s mountain area firefighting forces.” Kopp also voiced concern about the 4 percent drop during the last year for participation in volunteer firefighting programs.


SB 021, “Concerning Incentives for Volunteer Firefighters,” creates a program “to provide volunteer firefighters with college tuition vouchers.”  Certain requirements must be met for consideration:  completion of at least 36 hours of training each year and agree to serve as a volunteer firefighter for at least 4 years after completing their education. 


The bill also provides for the tuition voucher program for up to three credits per academic year to be worked out between the Division of Fire Safety, Department of Public Safety and the State Board for Community Colleges and Occupational Education.


Senator Kopp and former Republican Representative Rob Witwer authored a resolution last year creating the Interim Committee on Wildfire Issues in Wild Land-Urban Interface Areas.  This bill based on recommendations made by that committee.  


The source of funding for issuing tuition vouchers is “from money provided by gifts, grants and donations,” and authorizes the Department of Public Safety to seek gifts, grants and donations to provide said funding.


Unknown to many citizens in Front Range communities is that 60 percent of the state’s fire-fighting forces are made up of volunteers, a number that Kopp says dropped by 4 percent in the last year.  
Lead Sponsors of Senate Bill 09-021:


Senator Mike Kopp, R-Jefferson, (303) 866- 2638


Representative Christine Scanlan, D-Eagle/Lake/Summit, (303) 866-2952


Representative Claire Levy, D-Boulder/Clear Creek/Gilpin, (303) 866-2578

Senate Bill 09-130:  Last Monday, the Senate passed SB 130 which represents a “groundbreaking proposal to create a charter school in the state with the specific charge of serving children with autism,” and now begins its way through the House.  

The bill establishes the “Colorado Scholarships for Children with Autism Pilot Program Act.”  Senate Republican Whip Nancy Spence, R-Arapahoe, endured some very harsh criticism as the bill was debated on the Senate floor.  Senators Evie Hudak, D-Jefferson, and Suzanne Williams, D-Arapahoe, spoke adamantly in opposition to the bill, claiming it “puts the needs of autistic children above others.”  

Senator Hudak then accused Senator Spence, saying “It’s clear her original purpose was to allow for vouchers.  In answering accusations by Democrats, Senator Spence said, “For you to come to the microphone and misrepresent this bill . . . the way you just have is not ethical,” . . . I don’t object to anyone not supporting my legislation, but when you come up and make statements that are clearly erroneous, I really object to that.”


Senator Chris Romer, D-Denver, amended the bill during committee hearing to be charter-specific.  Outgoing Senate President Peter Groff, D-Adams/Denver, and Senate Education Committee Chair Bob Bacon, D-Larimer, are also on board supporting SB 130.


Senator Spence has long been a “leading statehouse voice for school reform,” and faced strong opposition for months to counter the charge by opponents who opposed the bill on the grounds it would take money away from public schools and provide an unnecessary service to children with autism.  Senator Spence’s position is that regular schools are not equipped to meet the special needs critical to children born with autism.
Early treatment is critical for children, and statistics show that with treatment throughout early life, only 20 percent will require government assistance as adults.  
Late Breaking News:  SB 130 died a sudden death as it began its way through the House.  Senator Spence said, “I was delighted by the support I received from President Groff and other members of his party in the Senate, and other members of his party in the Senate. . . Of course, the ones hit hardest by this are the children who would have benefited.  In the long run, though, you have to wonder how the other party will resolve this fundamental division within its ranks.”

Sponsors of Senate Bill 09-130:

Senator Nancy Spence, R-Arapahoe, (303) 366-4883


Representative Christine Scanlan, D-Eagle/Lake/Summit, (303) 866-2952

Senate Bill 09-244:  An estimated 28,000 Coloradans have autism.  SB 244, “Concerning Health Insurance Benefits for the Treatment of Autism Spectrum Disorders,” mandates that an insurance policy or policies issued on or after July 2, 2010, must “provide coverage for the assessment, diagnosis and treatment of autism spectrum disorders.”  

An amendment to the introduced bill included a legislative declaration explaining why SB 244 was necessary:  “Due to the budgetary issues facing the state of Colorado during fiscal years 2008-09 and 2009-10, the General Assembly cannot at this time fund an expansion of the children’s basic health plan and the health benefits plans for state employees to include comparable provisions.  It is the hope that such programs may be able to include comparable services for autism spectrum disorders in the future.”  

Under SB 244, the state employee health plans and the Children’s Basic Health Plan (CBHP) are specifically excluded from including coverage required in this bill.  The annual maximum benefits are:  

· children from birth to 10 years of age - $65,000 per year;
· children ages 11 to 2l years of age - $20,000 per year; and

· adults over 21 years of age - $15,000 per year.

The Legislative Council’s analysis also notes that “Insurance carriers cannot deny coverage for applied behavior analysis for physical, speech or occupational therapy for the treatment of autism spectrum disorders on the grounds that it is not medically necessary unless a treatment review has been completed in the prior 60 days.  The bill specifies that early intervention services, currently a mandatory coverage, shall supplement the services required under SB 244.”
Sponsors of Senate Bill 09-244:  


Senator Brandon Shaffer, D-Boulder, (303) 866-5291

Representative Dianne Primavera, D-Adams/Boulder/ Broomfield/Weld/



(303) 866-4667

House Bill 09-1283:  With the rise in gas prices and the decline in miles driven, Americans saw the number of vehicle accidents decline.  HB 1283, “Concerning an Increase in the Penalty for Careless Driving Resulting in Death,” might otherwise have gotten the attention of drivers, but it was deemed lost during debate.  The bill would have increased the penalty from a Class 2 misdemeanor traffic offense to a Class 2 misdemeanor, and required that when convicted of this crime, “a person must be sentenced to 8 hours of community service per month for a year and 32 hours of driver training.”


Information provided by the Legislative Council Staff showed the “cost to house an offender in county jails varies from $45.00 to $50.00 per day in smaller rural jails to $62.00 to $65.00 per day from larger Denver-Metro area jails.”  The new misdemeanor was not expected to create the need for additional county jail space.


Unfortunately, HB 1283 was deemed lost on March 2 (that means it did have enough votes to pass).  Sponsors of the bill were Representative Jerry Sonnenberg, R-Logan/Phillips/Sedgwick/Weld, and Senator Brandon Shaffer, D-Boulder.

The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com. 
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