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The “wrap-up” on the 2009 legislative session will be a bit different this year and more concise than in previous years.  

Senate Bill 09-108:  The Finance Advancements for Surface Transportation and Economic Recovery Act of 2009 (FASTER) passed and was signed by the Governor on March 2nd.  Democrats hail it as necessary if Colorado is to save its deteriorating transportation system and what it contributes to the statewide economy.  Republicans describe the bill as a blatant tax increase that should have gone to voters for approval.  The bottom line on this one is a 21st century transportation system does not come cheap, and Republicans must take the brunt of the blame for allowing roads and highways to deteriorate to their present condition as the party was in the majority for oh so many years.  My personal opinion is it’s almost un-American to quibble over the small surcharge ($16.00, $23.00, $28.00, $37.00 and $39.00, depending on the vehicle) Coloradans are being asked to pay.  Republicans know full well that that $30.00 to $40.00 they keep harping on is way more than the typical family vehicle will cost.  That accurate number is $23.00 to $28.00 for most families – the amounts are in the bill!  

Senate Bill 09-148:  Signed by Governor Ritter on May 11th, the three-foot clearance driver’s must give cyclists was another controversial one for this session.  Perhaps the Governor was persuaded by Senate bill sponsor Greg Brophy’s invitation to go cycling.  Nevertheless, NOT giving a cyclist the three-foot clearance will result in a fine of $100.00 for any driver caught closer than three feet.

Gilpin cyclist Dave Walker’s solution was for everyone to show a little patience but suffice it to say, legislators could not “legislate” that idea, so the $100.00 was the only viable solution they could come up with.  In writing about SB 148, I did learn from Walker that sometimes cyclists are trying to make sure a driver sees them, and are not intentionally being obnoxious as I and many other drivers have interpreted their acts.  A little give and take from drivers and cyclists could just maybe save some lives.  NOTHING justifies running down a cyclist even if it seems they are just being obnoxious, or causing a head-on crash of two cars when one is avoiding a cyclist!!  

House Bill 09-1272:  Governor Ritter signed HB 1272 on April 21st.  Otherwise known as the implementing legislation for Amendment 50, it remains to be seen if the increased stakes to $100.00, 24-hour gaming and the two additional games of roulette and craps will bring the bonanza touted to voters to get the measure passed.  It will be interesting to see just how gaming officials determine what is “old” revenue and “new” revenue being generated.  Remember, community colleges are to receive 78% of the new revenue Amendment 50 is supposed to generate.

House Bill 09-1227:  Signed by the Governor on April 21st, the legislation was a sign of the times and the extraordinary number of foreclosures throughout Colorado.  HB 1227 provides protection for tenants by prohibiting unscrupulous landlords from collecting rent on property in foreclosure but not applying it toward outstanding payments, homeowner association fees and property upkeep.  


House Bill 09-1149:  The bill signed by Governor Ritter on May 4th will encourage commercial home builders to offer perspective home buyers the option of having the home include or be prewired for a solar photovoltaic installation.  Additionally, a home buyer must be provided with qualified businesses in the area who can provide an assessment of whether the house is a good candidate for a solar installation.  Implementation may be a bit of a problem, so this one bears a follow up by a yet to be created watchdog committee which has not been legislatively declared as needed.  


House Bill 09-1180:  Vetoed by Governor Ritter on May 15th, HB 1180 would have allowed Colorado concealed carry permits to be added to the list of those that are considered adequate substitutes for a criminal background check.  The introduced bill was amended to require in the application process that a person must provide information as to the applicant’s citizenship status.


Senate Bill 09-092:  Compressed natural gas (CNG) will be fueling state fleet vehicles with Governor Ritter’s signing of SB 092 on April 20th.  Several variables contained in the bill dictate it may be awhile before we see CNG-powered vehicles, but the bill means yet another positive step in the Governor’s New Energy Economy.  CNG-fueled vehicles are said to have lower operating expenses and are cleaner for the environment.  

Senate Bill 09-035:  Signed by Governor Ritter on April 9th, SB 035 amends the Colorado Revised Statutes, and imposes a penalty on government officials who violate state law that prohibits public officials “from having a financial interest in contracts made by them in their official capacity.”  The bill provides that the “court may impose a fine of no more than twice the amount of the benefit the person obtained or was attempting to obtain.”  

House Bill 09-1108:  With certain exceptions, employees whose paychecks bounce will have some protection under HB 1108 signed by Governor Ritter on April 22nd.  The provisions of the bill are triggered if two or more times during a 24-month period, an employee’s paycheck, draft or order is not paid because the employer’s bank does not honor the employee’s paycheck upon presentment.  With proper notice given, an employer who does not pay within fifteen days after such notice, the employer becomes liable to the holder or any assignee for collection for three times the face amount of the check but not less than $100.00, plus “actual damages caused by the nonpayment, including associated late fees.”


Senate Bill 09-105:  Signed on April 30th, SB 105 removes the “statutory limit on the amount that may be raised in a single year by a special property tax levied by a Board of County Commissioners for the purpose of fighting specified types of fires in a county.”


For clarification, the bill specifically states that any levy of a special tax is subject to the approval of the voters of the county, “for the purpose of creating a fund that shall be appropriated, after consultation with representatives of fire departments, fire protection districts, and fire authorities in the county, to prevent control or extinguish such fires anywhere in the county and to fix the rate of levy.”


The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com. 
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