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Senate Bill 09-143  
Take note all speeders – SB 143 will expand the use of an automated vehicle identification system to enforce traffic regulations.  

The General Assembly evaluated statistics from the National Highway Traffic Administration.  Those statistics showed “Colorado ranked fifth in the United States for speed-related fatalities as a percentage of total traffic fatalities for the period between the years of 1983 and 2002.

Subsequently, the National Safety Council adopted a new public policy supporting the use of speed cameras for traffic and safety, such as those used successfully in Boulder and Fort Collins.  

Some of the limitations and restrictions on where camera radar can be used for the enforcement of speed limits will be removed if SB 143 becomes law.  The General Assembly concludes removal of such restrictions “will help to promote traffic safety and prevent traffic accidents.”  

SB 143 gives authority for municipalities to adopt an ordinance authorizing the use of an automated vehicle identification system, but a municipality cannot issue a penalty assessment unless the violation occurred within a school zone; maintenance, construction or repair zone; along a street bordering a municipal park; or, on a roadway with a speed limit of less than fifty miles per hour that is a speed or accident-prone area.  The maximum penalty to be collected for speeding violations pursuant to camera radar is $75.00

Sponsors of Senate Bill 09-143:

Senator Bob Bacon, D-Larimer, (303) 866-4841

Representative Dickie Lee Hullinghorst, D-Boulder, (303) 866-2915

Senate Bill 09-170


SB 170 is one of those bills that causes this ordinary taxpayer to wonder if its sponsors weren’t asleep at the wheel when drafting of the bill took place.


Senator Chris Romer, D-Denver/Jefferson, is the lead sponsor of SB 170, which bears the curious title of “A Bill for an Act Concerning Nondiscrimination in Determining the Amount Paid for Higher Education.”  Senator Romer is known for being a champion of all things illegal aliens – erroneously referred to by the Senator as “illegal immigrants.”  

Point of information:  “Immigrant” is the proper term to identify those persons who followed all the proper procedures, rules and laws to be in this country legally.  “Illegal alien” describes those persons who did not, and are here without proper documentation, thus not lawfully present in the United States.

This bill created such an uproar down at the Capitol, the initial Senate committee hearing was moved to the old Supreme Court chambers which seats more than four times the usual committee hearing room.  Although SB 170 was introduced by Senator Romer on February 3rd, it apparently had a little difficulty in gaining a sponsor over in the House of Representatives.  Not until March 11th did Representative Miklosi sign on to sponsor SB 170 in the House.

Senator Keith King, R-El Paso, matter of factly pointed out to the committee that “federal law for years has barred the extension of in-state tuition benefits to illegal immigrants.”  He read into the record the relevant portion of the law – Section 505 of the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996 – “an alien who is not lawfully present in the United States shall not be eligible on the basis of residence within a State . . . for any postsecondary education benefit unless a citizen or national of the United States is eligible for such a benefit (in no less an amount, duration, and scope) without regard to whether the citizen or national is such a resident.”

Romer and fellow Democrats on the committee intent on ignoring the federal prohibition on such legislation said an amendment would be made to extend in-state tuition benefits to U. S. military veterans.  As readers might imagine, veterans were appalled, with former Army Ranger and now Senator Mike Kopp, R-Littleton, downright livid, saying, “They’re using veterans as pawns, I’m furious as a veteran, and I know a lot of other veterans who will be furious as well.”  (Over in the House, HB 09-1039 is based on a similar provision.)  


Republican legislators point out that SB 170 is creating false hopes to those in this country illegally, because even after obtaining a four-year degree, an illegal alien with degree in hand would be subject to deportation and ineligible to hold a job in the United States.


Point-of-information:  A U.S. employer is required to obtain proof of U. S. citizenship before hiring an employee.  Romer seems unaware of that law. 

A “late-breaking update” – Senator Romer now has SB 170 on hold.  The Development, Relief and Education for Alien Minors Act (DREAM Act) expected to be considered by Congress in the near future has apparently come to the attention of Romer (note the use of proper term “Alien”).  That Act would give illegal aliens who come to the U.S. as children the opportunity to attend college for in-state tuition rates.  Romer wants to be sure his bill does not contradict the federal legislation.   

Sponsors of Senate Bill 09-170:


Senator Chris Romer, D-Denver/Jefferson (303) 866-4852


Representative Joe Miklosi, D-Denver/Arapahoe (303) 866-2910
House Bill 09-1302

At the urging of President Obama, the $787 billion stimulus plan contained a “Buy American” requirement, and HB 1302 is based on a “Buy Colorado” premise.  The “Buy America” clause did have somewhat of an escape clause – “federally funded construction projects must give preference to U.S.-made steel and other products unless doing so would violate a trade agreement.”


Representative Sal Pace, D-Pueblo, is lead sponsor of HB 1302, with Senator Abel J. Tapia, D-Pueblo, sponsor in the Senate.  If HB 1302 becomes law, state agencies purchasing steel products will be required to give preference to products manufactured or fabricated in the state of Colorado.  


Products produced in Colorado must meet certain conditions in order for the preference to apply; the significant conditions include:  (1) quality must be equal to or better than quality of steel products produced outside the state; (2) available steel products produced in the state are suitable for the use required by the purchasing entity;  (3) resident bidder can supply sufficient quantity as indicated in the invitation for bids; and (4) certification must be provided to the governing body inviting the bid that the product was produced in Colorado.

HB 1302 was prompted in part by complaints from retired steel workers who complained to Representative Pace that very little steel from the Evraz Rocky Mountain Steel Mill located in Pueblo was going into the new Fourth Street Bridge over the Arkansas River now under construction in downtown Pueblo.  The rebar and tube mills at the Evraz plant are presently operating on a reduced production cycle (32 hours per week) due to lack of orders.


The bill is also part of Colorado’s goal of job creation here in the state.  A Grand Junction steel manufacturer, Hirschfield Steel, is closing its plant after losing bids on nine different projects. 
 HB 1302 was introduced March 5th, and its first committee hearing has not yet been scheduled.


Sponsors of HB 09-1302:


Representative Sal Pace, D-Pueblo, (303) 866-2968

Senator Abel J. Tapia, D-Pueblo, (303) 866-4883  
Senate Bill 09-094  


For all us travelers who would like to travel by train, SB 094 will create a transit and rail division within the Colorado Department of Transportation, with the purpose of “planning, development, operation and integration of transit and rail into the statewide transportation system.”  The bill also has a provision for the promotion and implementation of investments in transit and rail providers.

Readers should not begin packing those bags for a nice leisurely trip just yet, but this bill is a step in the right direction for someday being able to travel by train here in Colorado – maybe not in the immediate future, but someday.


What SB 094 will hopefully also limit, or maybe even eliminate, some of the duplicative studies that are being done by the various rail authorities, wasting, rather spending, millions of  dollars.  


SB 094 will establish the Transit and Rail Advisory Committee, which will be made up of two representatives of transit operators, two representatives of Class I railroads, one representative of short line railroads, and one representative of entities or groups involved in the promotion, planning or development of passenger rail systems.


Provisions are made in the bill for acceptance and conveyance of donated railroad right-of-way, and for disposition of state rail bank property to “metropolitan or regional transportation authorities, cities, towns, counties or transit agencies if those entities have first undertaken and approved a plan or program to use the property for transportation purposes.  

The first committee hearing in the House for SB 094 is scheduled for Thursday, March 19th, upon recess.


Lead Sponsors of SB 094:

Senator Suzanne Williams, D-Arapahoe, (303) 866-3432


Representative Claire Levy, D-Boulder (303) 966-2578

The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com. 
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